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SPEECH. 



Me. PSksidsnt — I rise to present for the consideration of the Sen- 
ate, numerous petitions signed by, not only citizens of my own State, 
but citizens of several other States, New York, Pennsylrania, Michi- 
gan, Illinois, and Indiana. These petrtioners, amounting in number to 
several thousand, have thought proper to make me their organ, in com- 
municating to Congress their opinions and wishes on subjects which, 
to them, appear of the highest importance. These petitions, sir, arc 
on the subject of slavery, the slave trade as carried on within and from 
this District, the slave trade between the dififerent States of this Con- 
federacy, between this country and Texas, and against the admission 
of that country into the Union, and also against that of any other State^ 
whose constitution and laws recognise or permit slavery, I take this 
opportunity to present all these petitions together, having detained some 
of them for a considerable time in my har'is, in order that as small a 
portion cf the attention of the Senate might be taken up on their ac* 
count as would be consistent with a strict regard to the rights of the 
petitioners. And I now present them under the most peculiar circum- 
stances that have ever probably transpired in this or any other coun. 
try, I present them on the heel of the petitions which have been pre. 
sented by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay] signed by the 
inh&bitiELnts of this District, praying that Congress would not receive 
petitions on the subject of slavery in the District, from any body of men 
or citisens, but themselves. This is something new { it is one of the 
devices of the slave power, and most extraordinary in itself. These 
petiUons I am bound in duty to present — a doty which I chogrfu^" 
perform, for I consider it not only a duty but an honor. The respecta. 
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We imtnes which these petitfons bear, and being against a practice 
which I as deeply deprecate and deplore as they can possibly do, yet I 
well know the fate of these petitions ; and I also know the time, place, 
and disadvantage under which I present them. In av fuliog royself of 
this opportunity to explain my own views on this agitating topic, and to 
explain and justify the character and proceedings of these petitioners, 
it must be obvious to all that I aoii surrounded with no ordinary discour- 
agements. The strong prejudice which is evinced by the petitioners of 
the District, the unwillingness of the Senate to hear, the power which is 
arrayed against me on this occasion, as well as in opposition to those 
whose rights I am anxious to maintain ; opposed by the very lions of 
debate in this body, who are cheered on by an applauding gallery and 
surrounding interests, is enough to produce dismay in one far more 
able and eloquent than the Ime and humble individual who now ad- 
dresses you. 

What, sir, can there be to induce me to appear on this public arena, 
opposed by such powerful odds T Nothing, sir, nothing but a strong 
sense of duty, and a deep conviction that the cause I advocate is just ; 
that the petitioners whom I represent are honest, upright, intelligent 
and respectable citizens ; men who love their country, who are anxious 
to promote its best interests, and who are actuated by the purest patri- 
otism, as well as the deepest philanthropy and benevolence. In repre- 
senting such men, and in such a cause, though by the most feeble 
means, one would suppose that, on the floor of the Senate of the United 
States, order, and a decent respect to the opinions of others, would 
prevail. From the causes which I have mentioned, I can hardly hope 
for this, I expect to proceed through scenes which ill become this* 
hall ; but nothing shall deter roe from a foil and faithful discharge of 
my duly on this important occasion. Permit me, sir, to remind gen- 
tlemen that I have been now six years a member of this body. I have 
seldom, perhaps too seldom,, in the opinion of many of my constituents, 
pressed myself upon the notice of the Senate, and taken up their time 
in useless and windy debate. I question very much if I have occu- 
pied the time of the Senate during the six years as some gentlemen 
have during six weeks, or even six days. I hope, therefore, that I 
shall not be thought obtrusive, or charged with taking up time with 
abolitioa petitions. I hope, Mr, President, to hear no more about agi- 
tating this slave question here, mo has began the agitation now? 
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay.] Who has responded to 
that agitation, and congratulated the Senate and the country on its re- 
sults? The Senator from South Carolina, Mr. [Calhoun.] And pray. 
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sir, under what circumstances is this agitation begun T Let it bo re- 
membered, let us collect the foctp from the records on your table, that 
when I, as a member of this body, but a few days sinc« offered a reso« 
lution as the foundation of proceedings on these j)etitions, gcDtlemen, 
as if operated on by an electric shock, sprung from their seats and ob» 
jected to its introduction. And when you, eir, decided that it was' the 
right of every member to introduce such motion or resolution as ho 
pleased, being responsible to his constituents and this body for the 
abuse of this rights gentlemen seemed to wonder that the &nate had 
no power to prevent the action of one of its members in coses like 
this, and the poor privilege of having the resolution printed, by order 
of the Senate, was denied. 

Let ibe Senator from South Carolina before me remember that, at 
the last session, when he offered resolutions on the subject of slavery, 
they were not only received without objection, but printed, voted on, 
and decided ; and let the Senator from Kentucky reflect, that the peti- 
tson which he offered against our right, was also received and ordered 
10 be printed without a single dissenting voice ; and I call on the Sen. 
ate and the country to remember, that the resolutions which I have of. 
fered on the same subject have not only been refused the printing, but 
have been laid on the table without being debated or referred, Pos. 
terity, which shall read the proceedings of this time, may well wonder 
what power could induce the Senate of the United States to proceed in 
such a strange and contradictory manner. Permit me to tell the 
country now what this power behind the throne, greater than the 
throne itself, is. It is the power of SLAVERY. It is a power, ac- 
cording to the calculation of the Senator from Kentucky, which owns 
twelve hundred miIlionv«? of dollars in human beings as property ; and if 
money is power, this power is not to be conceived or calculated j a 
power which claims human property more than double the amount 
which the whole money of the world could purchase. What can stand 
before this power? Truth, everlasting truth, will yet overthrow it. 
This power is aiming to govern the country, its constitutions and laws ; 
but it is not certain of success, tremendous as it is, without foreign or 
other aidi Let it be borne in mind that the Bank [wwer,' some years 
since, during what has been called the panic aesstoQ, had inSuence suf. 
ficient in this body, and upon this floor, to prevent the reception of pe- 
titions against the atiion of the Senate on their resolutions of ccnettiro 
aijailist the President. The country took instant alarm, and fee p6li- 
tical complexion of this body was changed as soon as possible. Hie 
game power, ibough.double in mem» and in strength, is now doing the ' 



www tiling. This t* ibe axtiky of power that oycn now i>i nucmpting 
ntch an unwrarmnt&bio ooiirvo in this couutry ; Rtnl titfr {w^^iplo ntv «!• 
00 DOW roorimg ftgmtwt tho »lttvo, as they formorl/ diil ngtinst iho Btitik 
power. It, too» begins to treml;>l« fbr it« safety. What is to be don« t 
Why, petition* aro rocoivod and ordonid to be priutcd^ agninst tho 
right of petitioiM which im aoi reooired, aud tho whole [loymt of cl<7. 
bate ic throwa iuto tha &oato with tho vlavoholding power. But all 
will not do; tho«o powers mu«t now bo wtited t an anmlgaurntion 
of the Waok poror of tho South with tho whito po>y^r of tho North 
must take plao9, as eithor, sopan>.teIyi cannot suocood in tho dontntction 
of U)o liberty of speech and tho pro»9, and the right of potilton, Lot 
me toll £j£>itttl©men, tliat both united wili never succoed ; sr i said on a 
former dny, God forbid «hat they should over rulo this country ! I 
Iwyo «9oa tHw billing a^d cooing between them difiorent intoreitts 
soow tiiKo f ast , I informed my privato friends of tho political party 
with which I haiy horetdbro acted, during the first week of ths« ses. 
aioD, that tb^se pow&i's were ioricrung a uoioa to owrthrow the pre. 
smt adknir^lstroi^tion : and I warned them of the Iblty and mischief they 
wer© doing in thei? aw 99 of those who wcfe opposed to slavery. All 
4oub&9 are now terminated. The display made by the Senator from 
Kentuukyr {^r Clay.] and m deounciaUons erf these petitioners «s 
aboliti»ru?>£8^ and the hearty resp^/nse ^ cordial embra«Jo which his 
ef&trU, met from tho Senator from South Cajwdina, [Mr. Calhoun,} 
ckarily shows that new raovea iwivc tsk&a. plflOJ oft the political chsm- 
board, eod aew ?oalitii>Qs are formocif, new Cu^mpropJnes and new bar- 
gains!, ajtUing and dispusimg of ths rights of Jie countr}' for the a<2mn. 
tage of poUtioat aE^rants. 

The gs^^tbman from South Carolina [Mr CalhounJ seermA, nt the 
conclusion <wf the argument made by the Senator frc m Kentucky, ta 
be filled not oaly witli delight but with ecstasy. He told us, that about 
twelve mimtlis sitjcei m hvi aSkxed a resolution ^hich turned the tide 
in favor of the great principb of State rights, and says he is highly 
plie««e<| with tlie course taken by tiie Kentucky Senator. All is now 
safe by the acta of tha^ Senator. Th'^ South is now consolidated as 
one man ; it was a great epoch in our history, but we hare now pass, 
ed it ; it is begi&jut3g of n loo^ni rerolution ; slavery, so far from 
being 1^ political evil, is a great Messing ; races have been im. 
prqved by it; and that aiboltllaa is ititw pbad, and will soon be loygot. 
ten. So hr lb« SenaSoc from Swiih Carolina, as I understand hixxh 
B«t, sir, this mlly the c^se f k the South united as one man, and 
is the S^osfm &om Keotudky tlie groat ceuti« of attraction ? What 
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a iMfton to iho fricndi* of ^ho pnwenn AdmioiiftnWioOf who Imvo been 
throwing themselroB info the arms of the foalhwn wlfii-o.pct for 
mtpporl I The Ueck tjnchRntmeni i hope is now At an ood—lhe drown 
dissolvovi, and wo awftko into o{>en day. No lon^;cr i» ihoro any un- 
ooruiinty or any doubt on this subjofSt, But is tho groat epoch pawed t 
15 it not rather jiwt beginning T Is aloiitionifim dbai>— or ii it jvwt 
awaking into lifo? Is tho right of pQtitton strangled and fbrgotton — 
or is it increasing in streuglh and force ? Tho»<» aro serious queiliotjf 
for tho gcntlcmaivs oonBidoration, that may damp the vrdot of his joy, 
if examined with an impartial mind, and looked at with an Unprejudiced 
cyu. Sir, when these pioans wcro sung over tho death of abolition' 
ists, and, of course, their right to liberty of l^pooch and the press, M 
!ca5t ill fkncy's eye, wo might have seen them lying in heaps upon 
heaps, like the enemies of tho strong man in days of o!JI. But let mo 
bring back tho gentleman's mind from this delightful scene of abolition 
death, to sober realities and solemn fkcts. I have now lying before 
mo the names of thousanrts of living wltnegwss, fhat slavery ha» not 
entirely conquered liberty ; that abolitionists (for so aro fttt these pe. 
titioners called) aK> not ad. dml> These aro my first proofs to shiow 
tho gentleman his ideas are all fancy, I have also, sir, since the com- 
mencement of this debate, received a newspaper, as If sent by Provi- 
dence to suit tho occasion, and by whom I know^ not. It is the C^- 
oinnati Republican of the 2d instant, which contains an extract iVom 
the Louisville Advertiser, a paper printed in Kentucky, in Louisville, 
our sister city ; and though about one hundred and My miles below 
us, it is but a few hours distoni. That paper is the ^eadifig Adminis. 
tration journal, too, as I am inftirmed, in Kentucky. Hear what it 
sBys Qa tho death of f.ba?ft!on : — 

« We copy the following notice of an article which we lately puWi^h. 
ed, upon the subject of abolition movements in this quarter, frona the 
Loutrville Advertiser :-— 

• Abomtion. — The reader is referred to an interesting alAicIe whiclj 
wo have CO: >ied from the Cincinnati Republican*— a p»pet which lately 
supported the principles of Democracy ; ft piper which has iutMd, fcut 
not quite fer enough to act with the Adamses and Sieves iii Cdnff^as, 
oi the Whig abolitiomets of Ohio. It does ndt, however, give a ddr* 
view of the strength of the abolitionists b Cincinnati. Thetethey 
&J0 in the asceiidanu They cootpol the dty eleetJontj, ttgOim wtiaX 
may be termed tJie morals of the city, ghe f6ae to pubBc opitiio/i, 61*4 
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**rulo the roast,". by virtue: of their ouperior piety and intelligence. 
The Republican tells us, thattliey are not laboring Loco Focc>s — but 
** drones " and " consumers " — the " rich and welKborn," of course : 
men who have Idsure aad means, and a disposition to employ the lat* 
ter, to equalize whites and blacks in the slaveholding States. Even 
now^, the absconding slave is perfectly safe in Cincinnati. We doubt 
whether on instance can be adduced of tho recovery of a runaway in 
that place in the last four years. When, negroes reach " the Queen 
city ** they are protected by ita intelh'gence, its piety, and its wealth. 
They receive the aid of the eliie of the . Buckeyes j and we have a 
strong faction, in Keatueky, struggling zealously to make her one of 
the dependencies of Cincinnati ! Let our mutual sons go on. The 
day. of mutual retribution is at hand — much nearer than is now ima- 
gined. The B«publican, which still looks with a friendly eye to the 
slaveholding States, warns us of the danger which exists, although its 
new-born zeal for Whiggery prompts it to insist, indirectly^on the right 
of petitioning Congress to abolish slavery. There are about two hun- 
dred and fifty abolition societies in Ohio at the present time, and, from 
the circular issued at head quarters, Cincinnati, it appears that agents 
are. to be sent through every county to distribute books and pamphlets 
designed to inflame the public mind, and then organize additional so- 
cietiei9<— or, rather, form new clans, to aid in the war which has been 
commenced on the slavehpldmg States.* " 

I do not, sir, underwrite for the truth of this statement as . an entire 
whole I much of it . I repel as an unjust charge on my fellow-citizens 
of Cincinnati; but, as it, comes from a slaveholding State — ^from the 
State of the Senator who has so eloquently anath^^nmtized abolitionists 
that it is ahnost a pity they could not die under such sweet sounJs-^ — 
and as the South Carolina Senator pronounces them dead, i produce this 
from a . slaveholding State, for the special benefit and consolation of 
the, two Senators. It comes from a source to which, I am sure, both 
gentlemen oiigbt to give credit. But suppose, sir, that abolitionism is 
dead, is Uber^ dead also and slavery triumphant ? Is liberty of speech, 
of the. press, and the right of petition also dead ? True, it has been 
strangled here; but gentlemen will find themselves in great error if 
they isuppoee it also strangled in the country ; and the very attempt, 
in legislative bodies, to . sustain a local and individual interest, to the 
destrucUon of our rights, proves that those righte are not dead, bn.t a 
living principle, which slavery cannot extinguish; and be my lot what 
it may, I shall, to the utmost of my abilities, under all circumstances, 
and at all times, contend for that freedom which is the common gift of 
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the Creator to all men, and against ^lite pr^i'cr of these twogr'^at mte- 
rests—lhe siave power of the South, and banking power of the North 
— which are now unitinjr to ru'e this cbmitxy. The cotton bale and 
the bank rote have formed an alliance ; the credit system with sieve 
labor. These two congenial spirits have at la^ t met and embraced 
each other, both looking to the same object — to upca the unre- 
quited labor of others — and have nor ".ted for themselves & com- 
non platform, as was intimated during the last session, on which they 
can meet, and bid defiance, as thoy hope, io free principles anu free 
labor. 

With these introductory remarks, permit me, sir, to say here, and 
let no one pretend to misunderstand or misrepreirent me, that I charge 
gentlemen, when they use the word abolitioniste, they mean petitioners 
hero such as I now present — men who love libcrSy, and are opposed 
to slavery — that in behalf of these citizens I speak ; and, by whatever 
name Ihey may be called, it is those who are opposed fo slavery whose 
cause I advocate. I make no war upon the rights of others. I do 
no act but what ia moral, constitutional, and legal, against the pecu- 
liar institutions of any State ; but acts only in defence of my own 
rights, of my fellow citizens, and, above all, of my State, I shall not 
cease while the current of life shall continue to fk>w. 

I shall, Mr. President, in the further consideration of this subject, 
endeavor to prove, first, the nght of the people to petition ; second, 
why slavery is wrong, and why I am opposed to it; third, the power 
of slavery in this country, and its dangers ; next, answer the qacs» 
tion, so often asked, what have the free States to do with slavery? 
Then make some remarks by way of answer to the arguments of the 
Senatox* from Kentucky, [Mr. Clay.] 

Mr. President, the duty I am requested to perform is one of the 
highest which a Representative can be called on to discharge. It is 
to make known to the legislative body the will and the wishes of his 
constituents and fellow-citizens ; and, in the present case, I feel hon- 
ored by the confidence reposed in me, end proceed to discharge the 
duty. The petitioners have not trusted to my fallible judgment alone, 
but have declared, in written documents, the most solemn expression 
of their will. It is true these petitions have not been sent here by the 
whole people of the United States, but from a portion of them only ; 
yet such is the justice of their claim, and Iho sure foundation upon 
which it rests, that no portion of the American people, until a day or 
two past, have thought it either safe or expedient to present counter 
petitions ; and even now, when counter petitions have been presentad, 
2 
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ti jey dare not justify slavery, and the selling of men and women in tills 
District, but content themselves with objecting to others enjoying (!ic 
rights they practise, and praying Congress not to receive or hear peti- 
tions from the people of the States — a new device of slave power this, 
never before thought of or practied in any country. I would have 
been gratified if the inventors of this system, which denies to others 
what they practise themselves, bad, in their petition, attempted to jus- 
tify slavery an^ the slave trade ire the District, if they believe the prac- 
tic© just, that their names miglit have gone down to posterity. No, 
sir; very few yet have the moral courage to record their ucmes to 
such an avowal ; and even some of these petitioners are so squeamish 
on this subject, as to say that they might, from conscientious principles, 
be prevented from holding slaves. Not so, sir, with the petitioners 
which I have the honor to represent ; they are anxious that their sen- 
timents and their cames should be made matter of record ; they have 
no qualms of conscience on this subject ; they have deep convictions 
and a firm belief that slavery is an existing evil, incompatible with the 
principles of political liberty, at war with our system of government, 
and extending a baleful and blasting influence over our country, wither- 
ing and blighting its fairest prospects and brightest hopes. Who has 
said that these petitions are unjust in principle, and cn that ground 
ought not to be granted T Who has said that slavery is not an evil ? 
Who hs^ said it does not tarnish the fair fame of our country? Who 
has said it does not bring dissipation and feebleness to one race, and 
poverty and wretchedness to another, in its train? Who has said, it 
is not unjust to the slave, and injurious to the happiness and best in- 
terest of the roaster? "Who has said it does not break the bonds of 
human afiection, by separating the wife from the husband, and children 
from their parents? In fine, who has said it is not a blot upon our 
country's honor, and a deep end foul stain upon her institutions ? Few, 
very few, perhaps none but him who lives upon its labor, regardless 
of its misery ; and even many whose local situations are within its 
jurisdiction, acknowledge its injustice, and deprecate its continuance ; 
while millions of freemen deplore its existence, and look forward with 
strong hope to its final termination, Slaveuy ! a word, like a secret 
idol, thought too obnoxious or sacred to be pronounced here hut by 
those who worship at its shrine — and should one who is not such wor- 
shipper happen to pronounce the word, the most disastrous conse. 
quences are imrosdiately predicted, the Union is to be dissolved, and 
the South to take care of itself. 

Do not suppose, Mr. President, that I feel &b if engaged in a /for- 
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bidden or improvident act. No such thing. I am contending with a 
local and " pectdiar^' interest, an interest which has already banded 
together with a force sufficient to seize upon every avenue by which a 
petition can enter this chamber, and exclude all without its leave. I 
am not now contending for the rights of the negro, rights which his 
Creator gave him and which his fellow-man has usurped or taken away. 
No, sir ! I am contending for the rights of the white person in the free 
States, and am endeavoring to prevent them from being trodden down 
and destroyed by that power which claims the black person as property, 
I am endeavoring to sound the alarm to my fellow-citiieits that thi» 
power, tremendous as it is, is endeavoring to unite itself with the 
roonied power of the country, in order to extend its dominioa and per- 
petuate its existence, I am endeavwring to drivie from the back of the 
negro slave the politician who has seated himself there to nde into 
office for the purpose of carrying out the object of this unholy combi- 
nation. The chains of slavery are snfficiently strong, without being 
riveted anew by tinkering politicians of the free States. I feel myself 
c^ropelfed into this contest, in defenc© of the iQstitution& of my own 
State, the persons and firesides of ber citizens, from the insatiable gnisp 
of the slaveholding power as being used and felt in the free iStaten. 
To say that I am opposed to slavery in the abstract, are but cold and 
unmeaning words, if, however capable of any meaning whatever, tbey 
may fairly be construed into a lore for its existence ; nod such I wn- 
cerely believe t» be the feeling of many in the free States who ow 
the phrase. I, sir, am aot only exposed to slavery in the absti^ct, 
but also in its whole vofome, in its theory as well as practice. 
This principle is deeply implanted mtbin mo; it has ••grown 
with ray growth ans* strengtbsnsi vrith my strength." la my infiint 
years I learned to bate slavery. Your foiheTS taught roe it was 
wrong in their Declarstticnao^ IndepeadoDce : the doctrines which tbey 
promulgated to the world, and upon the truth <rf w^ich tbey staked the 
issue of the cotitest that made us a nation. They proclaimed *' that 
all men are treated equal ; that tbey are endocred by their Creistor 
with certain ioalscDable rights f that amongst these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness." These truths are solemnly declared 
by them. I believed then, and believe now, they are self-evident* 
Who can acknowledge this, and not be opposed to slavery ? It is, tlsetv 
because I love the priuciples which brought your govemnjent iato ex. 
isterjce, and which have become the corner stons of the building irop- 
porting you, sir, in that chair, and giving to myself and other Seoaton 
seats in tkas body-^it is bec«uso I lore eSi thfit I bate tk,re^. l» 



it bec«ute I oonteod for tho right of petition, and am opposed to slaverjv 
that I bare been denounced by many as an abolitionist ? Yes ; Vir- 
ginia newspapers bavo so denounced me, and called upon tho Legisla- 
ture of my State to dismiss me from' public confidence. Who taught 
me to hsite »iareryj and every other oppression? Jefferson, the 
great and the good Jefferson ( Yes, Virginia Semiors, it was your own 
Jejferwn, Virginia's favorite son, a man who did more for tho natural 
liberty cf man, and the civil liberty of his country, than any man that 
ever lived in our country ; it was him who taught me to hate slavery \ 
it wtA in hifi echool I was brought up. That Mr. JefTerson was as 
much oppo»ed to slavery as any man that ever lived in our country, 
there can bo no doubt ; his life and his writings abundantly prove tho 
fact. I bold in my hand a copy, as he penned it, of the original draft 
of tho Declaration of Independence, a part of which was stricken out, 
as he says, in compliance with the wishes of South Carolina and 
Georgia, I will read it. Speaking of the wrongs done us by tho 
British Government, in introducing slaves among as, he says ; " Ho 
(the British King) has waged cruel war against human nature itself, 
violating its roost sacred right of life and liberty in the persons of a 
distant people, who never offended him, captivating and carrying them 
into sXiATSET in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in 
their transportation thither. This piratical warfare, the opprobrium 
of infidel powers, is the warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. 
Determined to keep open a market where %ns should be botoht and 
soLDs he has prostituted his prerogative for suppressing every legisla- 
tive attempt to prohibit or restrain execrable commerce, and that this 
assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, be is now 
exciting tbo»e very people .to rise in arms against us, and purchase 
that liberty of which he has deprived them by murdering thn people on 
iwhora he has also obtruded them, thus paying off former crimes com- 
mitted against the liberties of me people with crimes which be urges 
them to commit against the lives of another." Thus fer this great 
fftetemwA and philanthropist Had his contemporaries been ruled by 
his opinions, the country had now been at rest on this exciting topic. 
What abolitiooist, sir, has used stronger language against slavery than 
Mr, Jeffereon has done ? •* Crael war against human nature," *' violat. 
' its roost sacred rights," « piratical warfare," *♦ opprobrium of in- 
fidel powers," *♦ a market where men should be bought and sold," 
** execrable commerce," " assemblage of horrors," " crimes commit- 
ted against the liberty of the people," arc the brands which Mr. Jeffer- 
9Wt bfts boTD^d into (be forehead of slavery and the slave trade. When, 



sir, have I, or any other person opposed to slavery, spoken in istrongor 
and more opprobrious terms of nlavery, than this 7 You havo caused 
tlio bust of this great man to be placed in tho centre of your Capitol, in 
that conspicuous part where every visiter must see it, with it* hand 
resting on the Declaration of Independence, engraved upon marble. 
Why have you done this ? Is it not mockery 1 Or k it to remind us 
continually of the wickedness and danger of slavery 7 I never pasw 
tiiat statue without new and increased veneration for the man it repre- 
sents, and increaped repugnance and sorrow that he did not succeed in 
driving slavery entirely from the country. Sir, if lam an abolitionist, 
Jefferson made me so ; and I only regret that tho disciple should be 
so far behind the master, both in doctrine and practice. But, sir, other 
reasons and other causes have combined to fix and establish my prin- 
ciples in this matter, never, I trust, to be shaken. A free State wm 
the place of my birth ; a free Territory the theatre of my jurenilo ac- 
lions. Ohio is my country, endeared to ine by every fond recollection. 
She gave me political existence, and taught me in her political school ; 
and I should be worse than an unnatural son did I forget or disobey 
her precepts. In her Constitution it is declared, That all men an; 
born equally free and independent," and " that there shall be neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the State, otherwise than for the 
punishment of crimes." Shall I stand up for slavery in any case, con- 
demned as it is by such high authority as this ? No, never ! But thi« 
is not all, Indiana, our younger Western sister, endeared to us by 
every social and political lie, a State formed in the same country a« Ohio, 
from whose territory slavery was forever excluded by the ordinance of 
July, 1787 — she too, has declared her abhorrence of slavery in more 
strong and empalhic terms than we have done. In her constitution, 
after prohibiting slavery, or involunJary servitude, being introduced irAo 
the State, she declares, " But as to lb© holding any part of the hnxnftn 
creation in slavery, or involuntary servitude, can originate only ra 
tyranny and usurpation, no alteration of her constitution should ever 
take place, so as to introduce slavery or involuntary servitude into the 
State, otherwise than for the punishment of crimes whereof the party 
had been duly convicted." Illinois and Michigan also formed their 
constitutions on the san^e principles. After stich a cloud of wifoesns 
against slavery, and whose testimony is so clear and explicit, as a 
citizen of Ohio, I should be recreant to every principle of htmor and oi 
fustice, to be found the apologist or advocate of slavery in my State, 
or. in any couiHry whatever. No, I cannot be so iocoonlstcnt as to say 
I am opposed to slavery in the ahatract, in its separation from a human 
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be'mgf and still lend my aid to bnilc! it up, aitid make it perpetual io its 
operation and effects upon man in this or any other country, I aIr,o, 
in early life, saw a sieve kneel before his roaster, and hold up his 
hands with as much apparent submissionj humility, and adoration, as a 
man would have dane before his Maker, while his master without- 
stretched rod stood over him. This, I thought, is slavery ; one man 
subjected to the will and power of another, and the laws affording him 
no protection, and he baa to beg pardon of man, because he has offend- 
ed roan, (not the Jaws,) as if his master were a superior and all power, 
fal being. Yes, this is slavery, boasted American slavery, wi<hout 
which, it is contended even here, that the imion of these States would 
be dissolved in a dfty, yes, even in an hour ! Humiliating thought, 
that wo are bound together as States by the chains of slavery ! It 
cannot be — the blood and the tears of slavery form no part of the 
cement of our Union — and it is hoped that by falling on its bands they 
may nevier corrode and eat them asunder. We who are opposed to 
and deplore the existence of slavery in our country, are frequently 
ask^d, both in public and private, what have you to do with slavery ? 
It does not exist in your State ; it does not disturb you ! Ah, sir, 
would to God it were so— ^that we had nothing to do with slavery, no- 
thing to fear from its power, or its action within our own borders, that its 
name and its miseries were unknown to us. But this is not our lot ; 
we live upon its borders, and in hearing of its cries ; yet we are un- 
willing to acknowledge, that if we enter its territories and violate its 
laws, that we should be punished at its pleasure. We do not com. 
plain of this, though it might well be considered just ground of com- 
plaint. It is our firesides, our rights, our privileges, the safety of our 
friends, as well as the sovereignly and independence of our State, that 
we arc now called upon to protect and defend. The slave interest 
has at Ibis moment the whole power of the country in its hands. It 
claims the President as a Northern roan with Southern feelings, thns 
making the Chief Magistrate the head of rq interest, or a party, and 
not of the country and the people at large. It has the cabinet of the 
President, three members of which are from the slave States, and one 
wbo wrote a book in fevor of Southern slavery, bet which fell dead 
from the press, a book which I have seen, in mf own family, thrown 
Ktosty upon the shelf. Here then is a decided majority in favor of the 
dare interest. It has five oat of nine judges of the Supreme Conrt ; 
here, alucv is « majority from tbo slave St&tae. It has, with the Prwi- 
dent of the Seo&te, and the Speaker of the Hotwe of R^ffesentalires, 
mod tJw Gierke of both Homw, the army aod the mry, and the 
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burcAUff, have, I am told, about tlia rame proportion. One would «up. 
_ ore that, with all this power opeiating ia this Grovoramenl, it would 
bo content to permit — yes I will use the word jp«w»/— it would be con- 
tent to permit us, who live in the free Slates, to enjoy our nreaides and 
our homes in quietness ; but this is not the case. The slaveholders 
and slave laws claim that as property, which the free Slates know only 
as persons, a reasoning property, which, of its own will and mere mo- 
tion, js frequently found in our States ; and upon which thino we 
sometimes bestow food and raiment, if it appo»r hungry and perishing, 
believing it to be a human being ; this perhaps is owing to our want of 
vision to discover the process by which a man is converted into a 
THING. For this act of ours, which is not prohibited by our lawe^ but 
prompted by every feeling. Christian and humane, the slaveholding 
power enters our territory, tramples under foot the sovereignty of our 
State, violates the sanctity of private residence, seistes our citizens, and 
disregarding the authority of our Jaws, transports them into its own 
jurisdiction, casts them into prison, confines them in fetters, and loads 
them with chains, for pretended oSences against their own laws, ifbund 
by willing grand juries upon the oath (to use the language of the late 
Governor of Ohio) of a perjured villain. Is this fancy, or is it fact, 
sober reality, solemn feet ? Need I say all this, and much more, as 
now matter of history in the case of the Rev. John B. Mahan, of 
Brown county, Ohio ? Yes, it is so ; but this is but the beginning — a 
case of equal outrage has lately occurred, if newspapers are to be reU'> 
ed on, in the seizure of a citizen of Ohio, without even the forms of law, 
and who was carried into Virginia and shamefully punished by lar and 
feathers, and other disgraceful means, and rode upon«i rail, according 
to the order of Judge Lynch, and this, only because in Ohio be was an 
aboliticnist. Would I could stop here— but I cannot* Tliis slave intemt 
or power seizes upon j)erson8 of color ia our States, carries them into 
States where menar© properly, and makes mercbandiae of them, some- 
times under sanction of law, but more properly by its abuse, and some- 
limes by mere personal force, thus disturbing our quiet and harassing oor 
citizens. A case of this kind has lately occurred, where a cojbr3d boy was 
seduced firom Ohio into Indiana, taken from Ihenoointo Alabama and 
sold as a slave ; and to the honor of the slave States, and gentlemen who 
adnainister the laws there, be it said, that many who have tbus beesn takoa 
and sold by the connivance, if not downright corruption, of citisens in 
the free Slates, Imye been liberated and adjudged free in the SfatM 
where they hove been sold, as was the case of the boy j^entkuiect^ wjio 
was sold in Alabama. 
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Slave power is seeking to eslabtish itself in everj' State, in defiance 
of the constitution and laws of the States within which it is prohibited, 
Jn order to secure its power beyond the reach of the Slates, it claims 
its parentage from the Constitution of the United States. It demands 
of us total silence as to its proceedings, denies to our citizens the libertv 
of speech axid the press, and punishes them by mobs and violence for 
the exercise of these rights. It has sent its agents into the free States 
for the purpose of influencing their Legislatures to pass laws for the 
security of its power within such State, and for the enacting new of- 
fences and new punishments for their own citizens, so as to give addi- 
tional security to its interest. It demands to be heard in its own per- 
son in the hall of our Legislature, and mingle in debate there. Sir," 
in every stage of these oppressions and abuses, permit me to say, in 
the language of the Declaration of Independence — and no language 
coMid be more appropriate — we have petitioned for redress in the most 
humble terms, and our repeated petitions have been answered by re- 
peated injury, A power, whose character is marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to rule over a free people. In our 
sufferings and our wrongs we have besought our fellow-citizens to aid 
us in the preservation of our constitutional rights, but, influenced by 
the love of gain or arbitrarj'- power, they have sometimes disregarded 
all the sacred rights of man, and answered in violence, burnings, and 
murder. After all these transactions, which are now of public noto- 
' riety and matter of record, shall we of the free States tauntingly be 
asked what we have to do with slavery 1 We should rejoice, indeed, 
if the evils of slavery were removed far from us, that it could be said 
with truth, that we have nothing to do with slavery. Our citizens 
have not entered its territories for the purpose of obstructing its laws, 
nor do we wish to do so, nor would we justify any individual in such 
act ; yet we have been branded and stigmatized by its friends and ad- 
vocates, both ia the free and slave States, as incendiaries, fanatics, 
disorganizers, enemies to our country, and as wishing to dissolve the 
Union. We have borne ail this without complaint or resistance, und 
only ask to be secure in our persons, by our own firesides, and in the 
free exercise of our thoughts and opinions in speaking, writing, print- 
ing and publishing on the subject of slavery, that which appears 
to us to 1^ just and right; because we all knjw the power of truth, 
and that it will ultimately prevail, in despite of all opposition. But in 
the exercise of all these rights, we acknowledge subjection to the laws 
of the State in which we are, and our liability for their abuse. We 
wish peace with all men ; and that the most amicable relations and 
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free intercourse may exist bet^^een the citizens of our State and our 
neighboring slaveholding States ; we will not enter their Stete?, either 
in our proper persons, or by commissioners, legislative resolutions, or 
othermse, to interfere with their slave policy or slave laws ; and we 
shall expect from them and their citizens a like return, that they do 
not enter our territories for the purpose of violating our laws in the 
punishment of our people for the exercise of their undoubted rights — 
the liberty of speech and of the press on the subject of slavery * We 
ask tha' no man shall be seized and transported beyond our State, in 
violation of '^ur own laws, and that we shall not be carried into and 
imprisoned in another State for acts done in our own. We contend 
that the slaveholding power is properly chargeable with all the riots 
and disorders which take place on account of slavery. We can live 
in peace with all our sister States ; if that power will be controlled by 
law, each can exercise and enjoy the full benefits secured by their 
own laws ; and this is all we ask. K we hold up slavery to the view 
of an impartial public as it is, and if such view creates astonishment 
and indignation, surely we are not to be charged as libellers. A State 
institution ought to be considered the pride, not the shame of the State ; 
and if we falsify such institutions, the disgrace is ours, not theirs. If 
slavery, however, is a blemish, a blot, an eating cancsr in the body 
politic, it is not our fault if, by holding it up, others should see in the 
mirror of truth its deformity, and shrink back from the view. We 
have not, and we intend not, to use any weapons against slavery, but 
the moral power of truth end the force of public opinion. If we enter 
the slave States, and tamper with the slave contrary to law, punish ub, 
we deserve it; and if a slaveholder is found in a free State, and is 
guilty of a breach of the law there, be also ought to be punished. 
These f>etitioner8, as far as I understand them, disclaim all right to 
enter a slave State for the purpose of intercourse with the slave. It 
is the master whom they wish to address ; and they ask and ought to 
receive protection from the laws, as they are willing to be judged; by 
the laws. We invite into the arena of public discussion in our State 
the slaveholder ; we are willing to hear his reasons and facts in fkvor 
of slavery, or against abolitfonists : we do not fear his errors while 
we are ourselves free to combat them. The angry foelings whkh in 
some degree exist between the citizens of the free and slaveholding 
States, on account of slavery, are, in many cases, properly chargeable 
to those who defend and support slavery. Attempts are almost daily 
making to force the execution of slave laws in the free States ; at least, 
Iheir power and principles : and no term is too reproachful to be ftp. 

3 
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plied to Those nho resist such act?, and contend for tlic riglifs secured 
to ererj' man under their own laws. We are often reminded that we 
ought to take coior as evidence of properly in a human being. Wc 
do not believe in such evidence, nor do we beh'eve that a man can 
justly be made property by human laws. We acknowledge, however, 
that ft man, not a fMng, may be held to service or labor under the laws 
of a State, and, if he escape into another State, he ought to be deliver- 
ed up on claim of iho party to ^vhom such labor or service may be 
due ; that this delivery ought to be in pursuance of the la^ra of the 
State t^'here such person is found, and not by nrtue of any act of 
Ck)ngr6ss. 

This brings me, Mr. President, to the consideration of the petition 
presented by the Senator from Kentucky, and to an examination of 
the news he has presented to the Senate on this highly important 
subject. Sir, I feel, I sensibly feel my inadequacy in entering into a 
conlro^Tersy with that old and t^eteran Senator ; but nothing high or 
low sSall prevent me from an honest discharge of my duty here. If 
imperfectly done, it may be ascribed to the want of ability, not inten- 
tion. If the power of my mind, and the streugth of my body, were 
equal to the task, I would aTX)Use every man, yes, every woman and 
child in the country, to the danger which besets them, if such doctrines 
and views as are presented fay the Senator should ever be carried info 
effect. His denunciations are against abolitionists, and under that term 
are classed all those who petition Congress 'on the subject of slavery. 
Such I understand to be his argument, and as such I shall treat if. I, 
in tha first place, put in a broad denial to all his general facts, charg- 
ing this portion of my fellow citizens with improper motives or dan- 
gerous designs. That their acts are lawful he does not pretend to 
deny, I trilled for proof to sustain his charges. None such has been 
offered, and none such exists, or can be found. I repel them as cal- 
tannies double-distilled in the alembic of slavery. I deny them, also, 
id the particulars and inferences ; and let us see upon what gi-ound 
tJiey rest, or by what process of reasoning they are sustained. 

The very first view of these petitioners against our right of petition 
strikes the mind that more is intended than at first meets the eye. 
Why was the committee on the District overlooked in this case, and 
the Senator from Kentucky made the organ of communicalioD 1 Is it 
ubderstood that antj-abolitlonism is a passport to popular favor, and 
tf>Bt the actiod of this District shall present for that ftivor to the public 
a geBUeni&Q upon this bobby 1 Is this petition presented bs a ptiljjifct 
of fisdr le^latton ? Was it elicited by members of Congress, froiti 
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citizens here, for political effect ? Let tlie country judge. The peti. 
tionera state that no persons bat themselves are authorized to inter- 
fere with slavery in the District; that Congress are their own Legis- 
lature ; and the question of slavery in the District is only between 
them and their constituted legislators ; and they protest against all in- 
terference of others. But, sir, as if ashamed of this open position in 
favor of slavery, they, in a verj"- coy manner, say that ^otne of them 
are not slarehblders, and might be forbidden by conscience to hold 
slaves. There is more dictation, more political heresy, more danger- 
ous doctrine contained in this petition, than I have ever before seen 
couched together in so many words. We ! Congress their oww Le- 
gislature in all that concerns this District ! Let those who may put 
on the city livery, and legislate for them and not for his constituents, 
do so ; for myself, I came here with a different view, and for different 
purposes. I came a free man, to represent the people of Ohio ; and 
I intend to leave this as siich representative, without wearing any 
other livery. Why talk about executive usurpation and influence over 
the members of Congress ? I have always viewed this District influ- 
ence as far more dangerous than that of any other power. It has been 
able to extort, yes, extort from Congress, millions to pay Distnet 
debts, make District improvements, and in support of tlie civil and 
criminal jurisprudence of the District. Pray, sir, what right b&s Con- 
gress to pay the corporate debts of the cities in the District more than 
the Debts of the corporate cities in your State and rtiine ? None, sir. 
Yet this has been done to a vast amount ; and the next step is, that 
we, who pay all this, shall not be permitted to petition Congress on 
the subject of their institutions, for, if we can be prevented in one caise, 
we can in all possible cases. Mark, sir, how plain & tale will silence 
these petitioners. If slavery in the District concerns only the inhabit- 
ants and Congress, so does all niunicipal regulations, Shmifd tbsy 
extend to granting lottery, gaming-houses, tippling-houses, and other 
places calculated to promote and encourage vice — should a represent- 
alive in Congress be instructed by his constituents to use his infidence, 
and vote against such establishments, and the people of the District 
should instruct him to vote for them, which should he obey f To state 
the question is to answer it ; otherwise the boasted right of instructioa 
by the constituent body is " mere sound," signifying nothing. Sir, lha 
inhabitants of this district are subject to state legislation and state po- 
licy J they cannot complain of this, for Iheir condition is rolimtaiy ; 
and as this city is the Focus of ppwer, of inSuence, and considered also 
as that of fashion, if not of folly, ari5 as the streams which fiow ftom 
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hero irradiate the whole country, it is right, it is proper, that it 6;houI(i 
be subject to stale policjf and state power, and not used as a leaven to 
ferment and corrupt the whole body politic. 

The honorable Senator has said the petition, tlwugh from a city, 
is the fair expression of the opinion of the District. As such I treat- 
ed it, am willing to acknowledge the respectability of the petitioners 
and their rights, and I claim for the people of my own state equal 
respectability and equal rights that the people of the District are enti- 
tied to : my peculiar rights and advantages I cannot admit. 

I agree with the Senaior, that the proceedings on abolition petitions, 
heretofore, have not been the most wise and prudent course. They 
ought to have been referred and acted on. Such was my object, a 
day or two since, when I laid on your table a resolution to refer them 
to a committee for inquiry. You did not sufier it, sir, to be printed. 
The country and posterity v^U judge between the people whom I re- 
present and those who caused to be printed the petition from tlie city. 
Ii. cannot be possible that justice can have been done in both cases. 
The exclusive legislation of (Congress over the District is as much the 
act of the constituent body, as the general legislation of Congress over 
the States, and to the operation of this act have the people within the 
District submitted themselves. I cannot, however, join the Senator 
that the majority, in refusing to receive and refer petitions, did not 
intend to destroy or impair the right in this particular. They cer- 
tainly have done so. 

The Senator admits the abolitionists are now formidable ; that 
something must be done to produce harmony. Yes, sir, do justice, 
and harmony will be restored. Act impartially, that justice may be 
done s hear petitions on both sides, if they are offered, and give 
righteous judgments, and yotir people will be satisfied. You cannot 
compromise them oiit of their rights, nor lull them to sleep with 
fallacies in the shape of reports. You cannot conquer them by 
rebuke, nor 'deceive them by sophistry. Remember you cannot now 
turn public opinion, nor can you overthrow it. You must, and you 
will, abandon the high ground you have taken, and receive petitions. 
The reason of the caae, the argument and the judgment of the people, 
are all against you. One in this cause can " chase a thousand," and 
the voice of justice will be heard whenever you agitate the subject. 
In Indiana, the right to petition has been most nobly advocated in a 
protest, by a member, against some puny resolutions of the Legislature 
of that State to whitewash slavery. Permit me to read a paragraph, 
worthy an American freeman : 
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" But who would have thought until lately, that any would have 
doubted the right to petition in a respectful manner to Congress ? 
Who would have believed, that CJongress had any authority to refuse 
to consider the petitions of the people ? Such a step would overthrow 
the autocrat of Russia, or cost the Grand Seignior of Constantinoplo 
his head. Can it be possible, therefore, that it has been reserved for a 
republican Government, in a land boasting of its free institutions, to set 
the first precedent of this kind ? Our city councils, our courts of jus- 
lice, every department of Government are approached by petition, 
however unanswerable, or absurd, so that its terms are respectfuK 
None go away unread, or unheard. The life of every individual is a 
perfect illustration of the subject of petitioning. Petition is the Ian- 
guage of want, of pain, of sorrow, of man in all his sad variety of 
woes, imploring relief, at the hand of some power superior to himself. 
Petitioning is the foundation of all government, and of all adminis- 
trations of law. Yet it has been reserved for our Congress, seconded 
indirectly by the vote of this Legislature, to question this rights hith- 
erto supposed to be so old, so heaven-deeded, so undoubted, that our 
fathers did not think it necessary to place a guaranty of it in the first 
draft of the Federal Constitution. Yet this sacred right has been, at 
one blow, driven, destroyed, and trodden under the feet of slavery. 
The old bulwarks of our Federal and State Constitutions seem utterly 
to have been forgotten, which declare, ' that the freedom of speech and 
the press shall not be abridged, nor the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble and petition for the redress of their grievances.' " 

These, sir, are the sentiments which make abolitionists formidable, 
and set at nought all your councils for their overthrow. The honor- 
able Senator not only admits that abolitionists are formidable, but that 
they consist of three classes. The friends of humanity and justice, 
or those actuated by those principles, compose one class. These 
form a very numerous class, and the acknowledgment of the Senator 
proves the immutable principles upon which opposition to slavery 
rests. Men are opposed to it from principles of humanity and justice 
—men are abolitionists, he admits, on that account. We thank the 
Senator for teaching us that word, we intend to improve it. The next 
class of abolitionists, the Senator says, are so, apparently, for the 
purpose of advocating the right of petition. What are we to under- 
stand from this? That the right of petition needs advocacy. Who 
has denied this right, or who has attempted to abridge it! The 
slaveholding power, that power which avoids open discussion, and the 
free exercise of opinion : it is that power alone which renders the ad- 
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Yocacy of the right of petition necessary, hav^ing seized upon all the 
pon-ers of the Government. It is fast uniting together those opposed 
to its iron rule, no matter to what political party they have here- 
tofore belonged ; they are uniting with the first class, and act from 
principles of humanity and justice ; and if the mists and shades of sla. 
very were not the atmosphere in which gentlemen were enveloped, 
they would see constant and increasing numbers of our most worthy 
and intelligent citizens attaching themselves to the two classes men- 
tioned, and rallying under the banners of abolitionism. They are 
•ompelled to go there, if the gentleman will have it so, in order to 
defend and perpetuate the liberties of the country. The hopes of the 
oppressed spring up afresh from this discussion of the gentleman. 

The third class, the Senator says, are those who, to accomplish 
their ends, act without regard to consequences. To them, all the rights 
of properly, of the States, of the Union, the Senator says, are nothing. 
He says they aim at other objects than those they profess — emancipa- 
tion in the District of Columbia. No, says the Senator, their object is 
universal emancipation, not only in the District, but in the Territories 
and in the States. Their object is to set free three millions of negro 
slaves. Who made the Senator, in his place here, the censor of his 
fellow-citizens ? Who authorized him to charge them with other ob» 
jects than those they profess? How long is it since the Senator him- 
self, on tbis floor, denounced slavery as an evil 1 What other induce- 
ments or object had he then in view? Suppose universal emancipation 
to be the object of these petitioners ; is it not a noble and praiseworthy 
object ; worthy of the Christian, the philanthropist, the statesman, and 
the citizen ? But the Senator says, they (the petitioners) aim to excite 
one por!ion of the country against another. I deny, sir, this charge, 
and call for the proof; it is gratuitous, uncalled for, and unjust towards 
my fellow-citizens. This is the language of a stricken conscience, 
seeking for the palliation of its, own acts by charging guilt upon others. 
It is the language of those who, failing in argument, endeavor to cast 
suspicion upon the character of their opponents, in order to draw pub. 
lie attention from themselves. It is the language of disguise and 
concealment, and not that of fair and honorable, investigation, the ob. 
ject of which is truth. I again put in a broad denial to this charge, that 
any portion of these petitioners, whom J represent, seek to excite one 
portion of the country against another ; and without proof I cannot 
admit that the assertion of the honorable Senator establishes the fact. 
It is but opinion, and naked . assertion only. The Senator complains 
that the means and views of the, abolitionists are not .confined to secur- 
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mg the right of petition only ; no, tlioy resort to other meaos, be af. 
ibins, to the BA.LLO T BOX ; and if that fail, says the Senator, their 
xiext appeal will be to the Ixiyoiict. Sir, no man, who is an American, 
in feeling and in heart, but ought to repel tliis charge instanvly, and 
without my reserration whatever, that if they fail at the ballot box 
they will resort to the bayonet. If such a fratricidal course should 
ever be thought of in our country, it will not be by those who seek re- 
dress of wrongs, by exercising the right of petition, but by those only 
who deny that right to others, and seek to usurp the whole power of 
the Government, If the ballot box fail them, the bayonet may be their 
resort, as mobs and violence now are. Does the Senator believe that 
any portion of the honest yeomanry of the country entertain such 
thoughts? I hope he does not. If thoughts of this kind exist, they 
are to be found in the hearts of aspirants to office, and their adherents, 
and none others. Who, sir, is making this question a political affair? 
Not the petitioners. It was the slaveholding power which first made 
this move. I have noticed for some time past that many of the public 
prints in this city, as well as elsewhere, have been fiUed with essays 
against abolitionists for exercising the rights of freemen. 

Both political parties, however, have courted them in private and de- 
nounced them in public, and both have equally deceived them. And 
who shall dare say that an abolitionist has no right to carry his princi- 
ples to the ballot box ? Who fears ihe ballot box ? The honest in 
heart, the lover of our country and its institutions ? No, sir ! It is 
feared by the tyrant ; be who usurps power, and seizes upon the 
liberty of others ; he, for one, fears the ballot box. Where is the 
clave to party in this countrj'- who is so lest to his own dignity, or so 
corrupted by interest or power, that he does not^ or will not, carry his 
principles and his judgment into the ballot box ? Such an one ought 
to have the mark of Cain in his forehead, and sent to labor among the 
negro slaves ofthe South. The honorable Senator seems anxious to take 
under his care the ballot box, as he has the slave system of the country, 
and direct who shall or who shall not use it for the redress of what they 
deem a political grievance. Suppose the power ofthe Executive chair 
should take under its care the right of voting, and who should pro- 
scribe any portion of our citizens who should carry with them to the 
polls of election their own opinions, creeds, and dcclriues. This would 
at once be a deathblow to our liberties, and the remedy could only be 
found in revolution. There can be no excuse or pretest for revolution 
vyhile the ballot box is free. Our Grovemment is not one of force, but 
of principle ; its foundation rests on public opinion, and its hope is in 
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the morality ofthe nation. The mornl power of that of the ballot box 
is sufficient to correct all abuses. Let me, then, proclaim here, from 
this high arena, fo the citizens not onlj' of my o^vn State, but to the 
country, to all sects and parties who are entitled to the rightof suffrage. 
To THB BALLOT BOX ! carry with you honestly your own sentiments 
respecting the welfare of your country, and make them operate as effect- 
ually as you can, through that medium, upon its policy and for ifspros- 
perity. Fear not the frowns of power. It trembles while it denounces 
you. The Senator complains that the abolitionists have associated 
with the poliiics ofthe country. So far as I am capable of judging, 
this charge is not well founded ; many politicians of the countr}'' have 
used abolitionists as stepping stones to mount into power; and, when 
there, have turned about and traduced them. He admits that political 
parties are willing to unite with them any class of men, in order to 
carrj- their purposes. Are abolitionists, then, to blame if they pursue 
the same course ? It seems the Senator is willing that his party should 
make use of even abolitionigfs ; but he is not willing that abolitionists 
should use the same party for their purpose. This seems not to be in 
accordance with that equality of rights about which we heard so much 
at the last seesion. Abolitionists have nothing to fear. If public opin- 
ion should be for them, politicians will be around and amongst them as 
the locusts of Egypt. The Senator seems to admit that, if the abolition- 
ists are joined to either party, there is danger — danger of what ? That 
humanity and justice will jirevail ? that the right of petition will be se- 
cured to ALL EQUALLY? and that the long-Iost and trodden African 
race will be restored to their natural rights ? Would the Senator 
regret to see this accomplished by argument, persuasion, and the force 
of an enlightened public opinion ? I hope nn{ ; snd these petitioners 
ask the use of no other weapons in this warfare. 

These ultra-abolifionists, says the Senator, invoke the power of this 
government fo their aid. And pray, sir, what power should they in- 
voke? Have they not the same right to approach this government as 
other men ? Is the Senator or this body authorized to deny them any* 
privileges secured to other citizens? If so, let him show me the 
charter of his power and 1 will be silent. Until he can do this, I shall 
uphold, justify, and sustain thn-m, as I do other citizens. The exer- 
cise of power by Congress in bchah" of the slaves within this District, 
the Senator seems to think, no one without the District has the least 
claim to a^k for. It is because I reside without the District, and am 
called within it by the Constitution, that I object to the existence of 
slavery here. I deny the gentleman's position, then, on this point. On 
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this then, wc are equal. The Senator, however, is 8t war with himself. 
He contends the object of the cession by the States of Viipnia and 
ftfarj'Iand, was lo establish a seat of Government cfnly, and to give 
Congress wbate*'er power was necessary to render the District a valu- 
able and comfortable situation for that purpose, and that Congress bare 
full power lo do whatever is necessary for this District; and if toaboli»h 
slavery be necessarj^, to attain the object, Congress have power to abolish 
slavery in the District, I am sure I quote the gentleman substantially ; 
and I (bank him for this precious confession in his argument; it igwhat 
I believe, and ! know it is all I feel disposed to ask. If we can, then, prove 
that this District is not as comfortable and convenient a place for the de- 
liberations of Congres-s, and the comfort of our citizens who may visit it, 
while slavery exists here, as it would be without slavery, then slavery 
ought to be abolished ; and I trust we shall have the distinguiebed Senator 
from Kentucky to aid us in this great national reformation. I take the 
Senator at his word. I agree with him that this ought to be such a place 
as he has described ; but I deny that it is so. And upon what facts do I 
rest my denial? We area Christian nation, amoral and religious people, 
I speak for the free States, at least for my own State ; and what a con. 
trast do the very streets of your capital daily present to the Chrietianity 
and morality of the nation ? A race of slaves, or at least colored persons, 
of every hue from the jet black African, in regular gcafbtfon^ up to 
the almost piire Anglo-Saxon color. During the short time official 
duty has called me here, I have i^een the really red Iiaired, the freckled, 
and the almost white negro ; and I have been astonished at the num* 
bers of the mixed race, when compared with those of full color, and I 
have deeply deplored this stain upon our national morals ; and the 
words of Dr. Channing have, thousands of times, been impressed on 
my mind, that " a slave country reeks with licentiousness." How 
comes this amalgamation of the races? It comes from slavery. It 
is a disagreeable annoyance to persons who come from the free States, 
especially to their Christian and moral feelings. It is a great hindrance 
to the proper discharge of their duties while here. Remove slavery 
from this District, and this evil will disappear. We argue this cir. 
cumstance alone as sufficient cause to produce that effect. But slavery 
presents witkin the District other and still more appalling scenes — scenes 
well calculated to awaken tlie deepest emotions of the human heart. 
The slave-trade exists here in all its horhobs, and unwhipt of all it« 
crimes. In view of the very chair which you now occupy, Mr. 
President, if the massy walls of this building, did not prevent if, you 
could see the prison, the pen, the hell, where human beings, when 
purc'j&?ed for sale, are kept until a cargo can be procured for Iranspor 
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taUon to R Southern or foreign market, for I have little doubt slnvcs 
are carried to Texas for Jjale, though I do not know the fact. 

Sir, since Congress hnve been in session, a mournful group of these 
cnhappy beings, some thirty or forty, were marched, as if in derision 
of members of Congress, in view of your Capitol, chained and mnna- 
cled together, in open day-Iigbt, yes, in the very face of hraren itself, 
to be shipped at Baiiimorc for a foreign market. I did not witness 
this cruel transaction, but speak from what I have heard and believe, 
h this District, then, a fit place for our deliberations, whose feelings 
are outraged with impunity with transactions like this ! Suppose, sir, 
that njournful and degrading spectacle vvas at this moment exhibited 
under the windows of our chamber, do you think the Senate could dc 
liberate, could continue with that composure and attention which I see 
around me? No, sir; all your powers could not preserve order for 
a moment. The feelings of humanity would overcome those of re- 
gard for the peculiar institutions of the States ; and though we would 
be politically and legally bound not (o interfere, we arc not morally 
bound to withhold our sympathy and our execration in witnessing such 
inhuman traffic. This traffic alone, in this District, renders it an un- 
comfortable and unfit place for your seat of Government. Sir, it is 
but one or tvro years since I saw standing at the railroad depot, as I 
passed from my boarding liouse to this chamber, some large wagons 
and teams:, as if waiting for freight ; the car.^ had not then arrived, 
I was inquired of, when I returned to my lodgings, by my landlady, if 
I knew the object of those wagons which I saw in the morning. I re- 
plied, I did not; I suppose they came and were waiting for loading, 
♦ Yes, for slares," said she; "and one of those wagons was filled with 
little boys and little girls, who had been bought up through thn ccnm- 
try, and were to be taken to a souUtern market. Ah, sir !" conlinuftd 
she, ** it made my vcr>'' heart ache to see them," The very recital 
unnerved and unfitted ma for thought or rf.fiection nn any other sub. 
ject for some time. It is scenes like this, of which ladies of my coun. 
try and my state complained in their petitions, some" time since, as 
rendering this District unpleasant, should Ihcy visit the capital of the 
nation cs wives, sifters, daughters, or friends of members of Congress, 
Yet, sir, these respectable females were treated here with contcmptu. 
ous soeera ; they were compared, on this floor, to the fish-women of 
Paris, who dipped their fingers in the blood of revolutionary France. 
Sir, if the transaction in f laves here, which I have mentioned, could 
make such an impression on the heart of a lady, a resident of the Dis. 
trict, one who had been used to slaves, and was probably an owner, 
what would be the feelings of ladies from free states on beholding 
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a like transr.ction ? I will leave even- gentleman and crer^^ lady to 
ans . er for thcm!?elves. I am unable to describe ;t. Shall the capital 
of your country longer exhibit scenes so revolting to humanity, that tho 
Indies of your country cannot visit it without disgust? No; wipe off 
the foul stain, and let it become a suitable and comfortable place for 
the seat of Government. The Senator, as if conscious that his argu. 
ment on this point had proved too much, and of course had proven the 
converse of what he wished to establish, concluded this part by saying, 
that if slavery is abolished, the act ought to be confined to the city 
alone. We thank him for this small sprinkling of correct opinion 
upon this arid waste of public feeling. Liberty may yet vegetate and 
grow even here. 

The Senator insists that the States of Virginia and Marylnnd would 
never have ceded this District if they had have thought slavery would 
ever have been f.bolished in it. This is an old story twice told, li 
was never, however, thought of, until the slave power imagined it, for 
its own security. Let the States ask a ret;occssion of the Di»trict^ 
and I am sure the free States will rejoice to make the grant. 

The Senator condemns the abolitionists for desiring that slavvrf 
ehould not exist in the Territories, even in Florida. He insists 
by !he treaty, the inhabitants of that country have the right to remors 
their effects when they please ; and that, by this condition, they have 
the right to retain their slaves as effects, independently of the power 
of Congress, I am no diplomatist, sir, but I venture to deny the con. 
elusion of the Senator's argument. In all our intercourse with foreign 
nations, in all our treaties in which the words goods, effects," &c, 
are used, slaves have never been considered as included. In all cases 
in which slaves are the puhjecl matter of controversy, they are special* 
ly named by the word " slaves ; and, if I remember rightly, it has been 
decided in CongresSf that slaves are not property for which a compen. 
sation shall be made when taken for public use, (or rather, slaves can- 
not be considered as taken for public use,) or as property by the one. 
ray, when they are in the sert'ice of the United Stales, If I am cor- 
rect, as I believe I am, in the positions I have assumed, the gentleman 
can say nothing, by this part of his argument, against abolitionist*, for 
asking that slavery shall not exist in Florida, 

The gentleman contends that the power to remove slaves from one 
State to another, for sale, is found in that partof the Constitution which 
gives Congress the power to regulate commerce within the Slates, &c. 
This argument is non scqviltr, unless the honorable Senator can first 
prove that slaves are proper articles for commerce. We eay that 
Congress bare power over slavea only a» persons. The United Statet 
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can protect pereowsf but c(i?mo{ tmkc iJwM prapcrit/, and Uiey have full 
power in rogulnling commercof and con, in such regulations, prohibit 
from its operations ovcry thing but property ; properly made 50 by 
the laws of nature, and not by any municipal regulations. The domin- 
ion of man over things, as property, was settled by his Creator when 
roan was firal placed upon the earth. Ho was to subdue the earth, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, the fowls of the air, and 
over every living tiling that moveth upon the earth ; every lierb bcnr» 
ixjg seed, and tho fruit of a tree yielding seed, was given for his use. 
This is the foundation of all right in property of every description. 
It is for tho use of man the grant is made, and of course mon cannot 
bo included in tho grant, Every municipal regulation, then, of aay 
State, or any of its peculiar institutions, which makes mnn property, is 
ft violation of this great law of nature, and is founded in usurpation 
and tyranny, and is accomplished by force, fraud, or an abuse of power. 
It is a violation of the principles of truth and justice, in subjecting the 
«"oaker to the stronger man. In a Christian nation such property can 
fbrm no just ground for commercial regulations, but ouglit to be strict- 
ly prohibited. I therefore believe it is tho duty of Congress, by virtue 
of this power, to regulate commerce, to prohibit, at once, slaves being 
used as «nicles of trade. 

The gentleman says, the Constitution left tho subject of slavery en- 
tirely to the States, To this position I assent ; and, as the States 
cannot regulate their own commerce, but the same being the right of 
Congress, that body cannot make slaves an article of commerce, be- 
cause slavery is left entirely to the States in which it exists j and slaves 
within those States, according to the gentleman, are excluded from the 
power of Congress. Can Congress, in regulating commerce among 
the .'?cvcral States, authorize the transportation of articles from one 
State, and their sale in another, which they have not power so to au- 
thorize in any State ? I cannot believe in such doctrine ; and I now 
solemnly protest against the power of Congress to authorize the trans- 
portatioa to, and the sale in, Ohio, of any negro slave whatever, or for 
any possible purpose under the sun. Who is there in Ohio, or else- 
wber«, that will dare deny this position ? If Ohio contains such a re- 
creant to her constitution and policy, I hope he may have the boldness 
to stand forth and avow it. If the States in which slavery exists love 
it as a household god, let them keep it there, and not call upon us in 
us in the free Slates to offer incense to their idol. We do not seek to 
touch it with unhallowed hands, but with pure hands, upraised in the 
cause of truth aad suffering humanity. 

The gentleman admits ibaf^ at the formation of our Govemn^nt, it 
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WRB feared that slavery might evcntunl'.y divide or difltrRct our country ; 
nnd, as the ballot dox seems continually to haunt his imagination, he 
says there is real danger of dissolution of the Union if abolitionists, as 
is evident thoy do, will carry their principles into the bali,ot box. If 
not disunion in fact, at least in feeling, in the country, which is nlways 
the precursor to the clash of arms. And the gentleman further says 
WG arc taught by holy writ, " that the race is not to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong." The moral of the gentleman's argument is, that 
truth and righteousness will prevail, though opposed by power and sn- 
fluc.ncc ; that abolitionists, though few in number, are greatly to be 
feared ; one, as I have said, may chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight ; and, as their weapons of warfare are not "carnal, 
but mighty to the pulling down of strong holds," even slavery itself; 
and as the ballot box is the great moral lever in political action, the 
gentleman would exclude abolitionists? entirely from its use, and for 
opinion's sake, deny them this high privilege of every American citizen. 
Permit me, sir, to remind the gentleman of another text of holy writ. 

The wicked flee when no man pursuelb, but the righteous are bold 
as a lion." The Senator says that those who have slaves, are some- 
limes supposed to be under too much alarm. Does this prove the ap" 
plicatjon of the text I have just quoted ? Conscience sometimes 
makes cowards of us all," The Senator appeals to abolitionists, and 
beseeches them to cease their efforts on the subject of slavery, if they 
wish, says he, " to exercise their benevolence." What ! Abolitionists 
benevolent! He hopes they will select some object not so terrible. Oh, 
sir, he is willing they should pay tithes of " mint and rue,'' but the 
weighter matters of the law, judgment and mercy, he would have them 
entirely overlook. I ought to thank the Senator for introducing holy 
writ into this debate, and inform him his arguments are not the senti- 
ments of Him, who, when on earth, went about doing good. 

The Senator further entreats the clergy to desist from their efforts 
in behalf of abolitionism. Who authorized the Senator, as a politician, 
to use his influence to point out to the clergy what they should 
preach, or for what they should pray? Would the Senator dare exert 
his power here to bind the consciences of men ? By what rule of 
ethics, then, does he undertake to rise his influence, from this high place 
of power, in order to gain the same object, I am at a loss fo determine. 
Sir. this movement of the Senator is far more censurable and danfrer- 
ous, as an attempt to unite Church and State, than were the petitions 
against Sunday mails, the report in opposition to which gained for you, 
Mr. President, so much applause in the country. I, sir, also nppeal 
to the clergy to maintain their rights of ooascieace ; and if they believe 
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slaverj- to be a sin, wc ought to honor and respect them forthf^ir open 
denunciation of it, rather than call on them to desist, for bet^veen their 
conscience and their God, we have no power to interfere ; wc do not 
wish to make them political agents for any purpose. 

But the Senator is not content to entreat the clergy nionc to desist ; 
he calls on his countrywomen to warn them, also, to cense their clTorts, 
and reminds them that the ink shed from the pen held in their fair 
fingers when writing their nnmes to abolition petitions, may be 
the cause of shedding much human blood f Sir, ihe language towards 
this class of petitioners is very much changed of late ; they formerly 
were pronounced idlers, fanatics, old women and school misses, uii. 
worthy of respect from intelligent and respectable men, I warned 
gentlemen then that they would cliange their language ; the blows they 
aimed fell harmless at the feet of those against whom they were intend" 
ed to injure. In this movement of my countrywomen I thought was 
plainly to be discovered the operations of Providence, and a sure sign 
of the final triumph of imivrrsal emancfpaUon. All history, both sacred 
and profane, both ancient and modern, bears testimony to the efficacy 
of female influence and power in the cause of human liberty. From 
the time of the preservation, by the hands of women, of the great Jew. 
ish law'giver, in his infantile hours, and who was preserved for the 
purpose of freeing his countrymen from Egyptian bondage, has woman 
been made a powerful agent in breaking to pieces the rod of the op- 
pressor. With a pure and uncontaminated mind, her actions spring 
from the deepest recesses of the human heart. Denounce her as you 
will, you cannot deter her from her duty. Pain, sickness, want, pover- 
ty and even death itself form no obstacles in her onward march. Even 
the tender Virgin would dress, as a martyr for the stake, as for her bridal 
hour, rather than make sacrifice of her purity and duty. The elo- 
quence of the Senate, and clash of arms, are alike powerful when 
brought in opposition to the. influence of pure and virtuous woman. 
The liberty of the slave seems now to be committed to her charge, 
and who can doubt her final triumph? I do not. — You cannot f?ght 
against her and hope for success ; and well docs the Senator krjow 
ibis ; hence this appeal to her feelings to terrify her from that which 
she believes to be her duty. It rs a vain attempt. 

The Senator says that it was the principles of the Constitution which 
carried us through the Revolution, Surely it was ; and to use the 
language of another Senator from a slave State, on a former occasion, 
these are tho very principles en which the abolitionists plant themselves. 
It was the principle that all men are born free and kquai^ that 
nerved the arm of our fathers in their contest for independence. It 
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was for the natural and inherent rights of man they contended. It is a 
libel upon the Constitution to say that its object was not liberty, but 
slavery, for millions of the human race. 

The Senator, well fearing that nil his eloquence and his arguments 
thus far are but chaff, when weighed in the balance against truth and 
justice, seems to find consolation in the idea, and says that which op- 
poses the ulterior olijcct of abolitionists, is that the general govern, 
ment has no power to act on the subject of slavery, and that the Con» 
siitutiun or the Union would not last an hour if the power claimed won 
exercised by Congress. It is slavery, then, and not liberty, that makes 
us one people. To dissolve slavery, is to dissolve the Union. Why 
require of us to support the Constitution by oath,*if the Constitution it- 
self is subject to the power of slavery, and not the ntornl power of tiio 
country 7 Change the form of the oath which you administer to 
;>enator3 on taking scats here, swear them to support slavery, and ac- 
cording to the logic of the gentleman, the Constitution and the Union 
will both be safe, Wc hear almost daily threats of dissolving the 
Union, and from whence do they come ? From citizens of the free 
States ? No ! From the slave Slates only. Why wish to dissolve 
it? The reason is plain, that a new government may be formed, by 
which we, as a nation, may be made a slaveholding people. No im- 
partial observer of passing events, can, in my humble judgment, doubt 
the truth of this. The Senator thinks the abolitionists in error, if they 
wish the slaveholder to free bis slave. He asks, why denounce him '? 
I cannot admit the truth of the question ; but I might well ask the 
gentleman, nnd the slaveholders generally, "why are you angry at me, 
because I tell you the truth V It is the light of truth which the slave- 
holder cannot endure ; a plain unvarnished tale of what sla%'ery is, he 
considers a libel upon himself. The fact is, the slaveholder feels the 
leprosy of slavery upon him. He is anxious to hide the odious disease 
from the public eye, and the ballot box and the right of petition, when 
used against hint, he feels as sharp reproof; and being unwilling to re- 
nounce his errors, he tries to escape from their consequences, by making 
the world believe that he is the persecuted, and not the persecutor. 
Slaveholders have said here, during this very session, the fact is, sla- 
very will not bear examination." It is the Senator who denounces 
abolitionists for the exercise of their most unquestionable rights, while 
abolitionists condemn that only which the Senator himself will acknow- 
ledge to be wrong at nil limes nnd under all circumstances. Because 
he admits that if it was an original question whether slaves should be 
introduced among us, but lew citizens would be found to agree to it, and 
none more opposed to it than himself. The ?irgumentis, that the evil of 
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slavery is incurable ; that the attempt to eradicate it would commence a 
struggle which >vouId exterminate one race or the other. What a la- 
mentable picture of our government, so often pronounced the best upon 
earth ! The seeds of disease, which were interwoven into its first exis- 
tence, have now become so incorporated into its frame, that they cannot 
be extracted without dissolving the whole fabric ; that we must endure 
the evil without hope and without complaint. Our very natures must be 
changed before we can be brought tamely to submit to this doctrine. 
The evil will be remedied : and to use the language of Jefferson again, 
« this people will yet be free." The Senator fihds consolation, however 
in the midst of this existing evil, in color and caste. The black race (says 
he) is the strong ground of slavery in our country. Yes, it is ca/or, 
not right and justice, that is to continue forever slavery in our coui> 
try. It is prejudice against color, which is the strong ground of the 
slaveholder's hope. Is that prejudice founded in nature, or is it the 
effect of base and sordid interest 1 Let the mixed race which we see 
here, from black to almost perfect white, springing from white fathers, 
answer the question. Slavery has no just foundation in color ; it rests 
exclusively upon usurpation, tyranny, oppressive fraud, and forcer 
These were its parents in every age and country of the world. 

The Senator says, the next or greatest difl5culty to emancipation is, 
the amount of property it would take from the owners. All ideas of 
right and wrong are confounded in these words : emancipate property, 
emancipate a horse, or an ox, would not only be an unmeaning, but a 
ludicrott expression. To emancipate is to set free from slavery. To 
emancipi is to set free a man, not property. The Senator estimates 
the numb • of slaves— f7W» now held in bondage— at three millions in 
the Unite Stales. Is this statement made here by the same voice 
which was leard in this Capitol in favor of the liberties of Greece, 
and for th emancipation of our South American brethren from poli- 
tical thraldcm 1 It is ; and has all its fervor in favor of liberty been 
exhausted upon foreign countries, so as not to leave a single whisper 
in favor of three millions of men in our own country, now groaning 
under the most galiing oppression the world ever saw ? No, sir. 
Sordid interest rules the hour. Men are made property, and paper is 
made money, and the Senator, no doubt, sees in these two peculiar in- 
stitutions a power which, if united, will be able to accomplish all his 
wishes. He informs us that some have computed the slaves to be 
worth the average amount of five hundred dollars each. He will eg. 
tixnate within bounds at four hundred dollars each. Making the 
amount twelve hundred millions of dollars' worth of slave property. 
I heord this statement, Mr. President, with emotions of the deepest 



feeling. By what rule of political or comutercral arithmetic does the 
Senator calculate the amount, of property in human beings T Can it 
be fancy or fact, that I hear such calculation, that the people of the 
United Slates own twelve hundred millions' (double the amount of all 
the specie in the world) worth of properly in human flesh ! And this 
property is owned, the gentleman informs os, bj-^ all classes of society, 
forming part of all our contracts within our own country and in Eu- 
rope, I should have been glad, sir, to have been spared the hearing 
of a declaration of this kind, especially from llie high source and tho 
place from which it emanated. But the assertion has gone forth that 
we have twelve hundred millions of slave property at tlie South ; and 
can any man so close his understanding here as not plainly to perceive 
that the power of this vast amount of property at the South is now 
uniting itself to the banking power of the North, in order to govern 
the destinies of this country. Six hundred millions of banking capital 
is to be brought into this coalition, and the slave power and the bank 
power are thus to unite in order to break down the present adminis- 
tration. There can be no mirtake, as I believe, in this matter. The 
aristocracy of the North, who, by the power of a corrupt banking sys- 
tem, and the aristocracy of the South, by the power of the slave sys. 
tern, both fattening upon the labor of others, are now about to unite in 
vrder to make the reign of each perpetual. Is there an independent 
American to be found, who will become the recreant slave to such an 
unholy combination ? Is this another compromise to barter the liber- 
ties of the country for personal aggrandisement ? " Resistance to ty- 
rants is obedience to God." 

The Senator further insists, " that what the law makes property is 
property," This is the predicate of the gentleman ; he has neither 
facts nor reason to prove it ? yet upon this alone does he rest the whole 
case that negroes are property. I deny the predicate and the ar- 
gument Suppose the Legislature of the Senator's own State should 
|mss a law declaring his wife, his children, his friends, indeed, any white 
citizen of Kentucky, properft;, and should they be sold and transferred 
as such, would tho gentleman fold his arms and say, " Yes, they are 
property, for the law has made them such V* No, sir j be would de- 
nounce such law with more vehemence than he now denounces aboli- 
tionists, and would deny the authority of human legislation to accom- 
pHih au object so clearly beyond its power. 

Human laws, I contend, cannot make human beings property, if 
human force can do it. If it is competent for our legislatures to naake 
a black man properttf, it is competent for them to make a white rrmo 



34 



(tie same ; and Uie satac. pbjeetion exists to the power of the people 
in Of^ organic law fi^r tl^eir o>vn government | they cannot make pro- 
perly of each other j and, in the language of the Constitiilion of Indi- 
an£\, such an act "can only originate in usurpation and tyranny/' 
Dreadful, indeed, would be the condition of this country, if these prin- 
ciples should not only be carried into the ballot box, but into the presi- 
dential chair. The idea that abolitionists ought to pay for the slaves 
if they are set free, and that they ought to tiiink of this, is addressed to 
their fears, and not to their judgmentr There is no principle of mo- 
rality or justice that should require them or our citizens generally to do 
so. To free a slave is to take from usurpation that which it has made 
properly and given to another, and bcsto»v it upon the rightful owner. 
It is not taking property from its ttuc owner for public use. Men can 
do with their own as tlioy please, to vary tbcir peace if they wish, but 
cannot be compelled to do so. 

The gentleman repeats the assertion that iias been repeated a thou- 
sand and one times ; that abolitionists are retarding the emancipation 
of the &Iave, and have thrown it back fifty or a hundred years ; that 
they have increased the rigors of slavery, and caused the master to 
treat his slave with more severity. Slavery, then, is to cease at some 
period ; and because the abolitionists have said to the slaveholder, 
*• Now is the accepted time," and because he thinks this an improper 
interference, and not having the abolitionists in his power, he infiicts 
his vengeance on his unoffending slave ! The moral of this story is, 
the slaveholder will exorcise more cruelty because ho is desired to show 
mercy. I do not envy the senator the full benefit of his argument. It 
is no doubi a true picture of the feelings and principles which slavery 
engenders in the breast of the roaster. It is in perfect keeping with the 
threat we almost daily hear; that if petitioners do notecase their efforts 
in the exercise of their constitutional rights, others will dissolve the Union. 
These, however, ought to be esteemed idle assertions and idle threats. 

The Senator tells us that the consequences arising from the freedom 
of slaves, would be to reduce the wages of the white laborer. He has 
furnished us with neither data nor fact upon which this opinion can 
rest. He, however, would draw a line, on one side of which be would 
place the slave labor, and on the other side free white labor ; and look- 
ing over the whole, as a general system, both would appear on a per- 
fect equality. I have observed, for some years past^ that the southern 
slaveholder has insisted that his laborers are, in point of integrity, mo. 
rality, UBefuloess, and comfort, equal to the laboring population of the 
North. Thus endeavoring to raise the slave in public estiroalion, to 
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RCi equality with the free white laborer of the North; while, on tbs> 
other h '..,d, the northern aristocrat has, in the same manner, viz, : by 
comparison, endeavored to reduce his laborers to the moral and poli- 
tical condition of the slaves of the South. It is for the free white 
American citizens to determine whether they will permit such dcgrfid* 
ing comparisons longer to exist. Already has this spirit broken forth 
in denunciation of the right of universal suffrage. Will free white la- 
boring citisrens take warning before it is too late ? 

The last, the great, the crying sin of abolitionists, in the eyes of the 
.Senator, is that they are opposed to colonization, and in fuvorofamal- 
gamation. It is not necessary now to enter into any of the Iv^nefil* 
;and advantages of coloni^tion ; the Senator has pronounced it the 
nobfest scheme ever devised by man ; he says it is powerful but harm- 
less. I have no knowledge of any resulting benefits from the scheme 
to either race. I have not a doubt as to the real object intended by its 
founders; it did not arise from principles of humanity and benevolence 
towards the colored race, but h desire to remove the free of that race 
beyond the United Slates, in order to perpetuate and nmke slavery 
more secure. 

The Senator further makes the broad charge, that abolitionists wifh 
to enforce the unnatural system of ainalgamation. We deny the foct, 
and call on the Senator for proof. The citizens of the free States, the 
.petitioners against slavery, the abolitionists of the free States in -favor 
of amalgamation! No, sir! If you want evidence of the fact, and 
reasoning in support of amalgamation, you must look into the slave 
States ; it is there it spreads and flourishes from slave mother?t and 
presents all possible colors and complexions, from the jet black Afri- 
can to the scarcely (o be distinguished white person. Docs any one need 
proof of^this fact? let him take but a few turns through the streets of 
your capital, and observe tlwse whom be shall meet^ and he will be 
perfectly satisfied. Amalgamation, indeed ! The charge is made 
with a very bad grace on {he present occasion. No, sir : it is not the 
negro Tvonvmy it is \hc sJa^e and the contaminatiog infliif^ncc of slavery 
that is the mother of amnlgaraalionf Does tl>e gendeman want facts 
on this subject? let him look at the colored race in the free Slates ; it 
is a rare occurrence thero. A colony of blacks, some three or four 
hundred, were settled, some fifteen or twenty years since, in the cotm- 
ly of Brown, a few miles distant from my former residence in Ohio, 
and I was told by a person liviug near them, a country merchant wiih 
whom tliey dealt, when conversing with him on this very subject, ho 
informed me be knew of but one instance of a mulatto child being born 
amongst them for the last fifteen years? atid I venture the assertion, 
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had this same colony been settled in a slave Slate, the cases of a likft 
kind would have been far more numerous, I repeat again, in the words 
of Dr. Channing, it is a slave country that reeks with licentiousness 
of this kind, and for proof I refer to the opinions of Judge Harper, of 
North Caroh'na, in his defence of southern slavery- 

The Senator, as if fearing that he had made his charge too broad, 
and might fail in proof to sustain it^ seems to stop short, and make the 
inquiry, where is the process of amalgamation to begin? He had heard 
of no instance of the kind against abolitionists ; they (the abolitionists) 
would begin it with the laboring class ; and if I understand the Sena- 
tor correctly, that abolitionism, by throwing together the white and the 
black laborer», would naturally produce this result. Sir, I regret, I 
deplore, that such a charge should be made against the laboring class 
— ^that class which tills the ground ; and, in obedience to the decree of 
their Maker, eat their brea«. in the sweat of their ftice— that class, as 
Mr. Jefferson says, if Gk>d has a chosen people on earth, they are those 
who thus labor. This charge is calculated for effect, to induce the la» 
boring class to believe, that if emancipation takes place, they will be, 
in the free States, reduced to the same condition as the colored labor- 
er. The reverse of that is the truth of the case. It is the slaveholder 
mvr, he who looks upwa labor as only fit for a servile race, it is him 
and his kindred spirits who live upon the labor of others, endeavoring 
to reduce the white laborer to the condition of the slare. They do 
not yet claim him as property, but they would exclude him from all 
participation in the public affairs of the country. It is further said, 
that if the negroes were free, the black would rival the white laborer 
in the free States. ! cannot believe it, while so many facts exist to 
prove the contrary, Negroes, like the white race, but with sfivinger 
feelings, are attached to the place of their birth, and the home of their 
youth ; and the climate of the South is congenial to their natures, more 
than that of the North. If emancipation should take place at the South- 
and the negro be freed from the fear of being made merchandize, they 
would remove from the free States of the North and West, immedi- 
ately return to that country, because it is the home of their friends 
and ftsthers. Already in Ohio, as (kr as my knowledge extends, has 
free white labor, (emigrants,) from foreign countries, engrossed almost 
entirely all situations in which male or female labor is found. But, 
sir, this plea of necessity and convenience is the pica of tyrants. Has 
not the free black person the same right to the use of his hands as the 
white person : the same right to contract and labor for what price be 
please? ? Would the gentleman extend the power of the government 
to the replation of the productive industry of the country ? This wefi 



3T 



his former theory, but put down effvctually by iho public voice. Tak- 
ing advantage of the prejudice against labor, the attempt is now being 
made t<f begin this same system, by first operating on the poor black 
laborer. For shame ! let us cease from attempts of this kind. 

The ."Senator informs 'us that the question was asked fifty years ago 
that is now asked, Can the negro be continued forever in bondage ? 
Yes ; and it will continue to be asked, in still louder and louder tones. 
But, says the Senator, we are yet a prosperous and happy nation. 
Pray, sir, in what part of your country do you find this prosperity and 
happiness? In the slave States? No! no! There all is weakness 
gloom, and despair; while, in the free States, all is light, business, and 
activity. What has created the astonishing difference between the 
gentleman's State and mine — between Kentucky and Ohio ? Slavery, 
the withering curse of slavery, is upon Kentuck;^, while Ohio is free, 
Kentucky, the garden of the West, almojt the land of promise, pos- 
sessingall the natural advantages, and more than is posijessed by Ohio, 
is vastly behind in population and wealth. Sir, I can see from the 
windows of my upper chamber, in the city of Cincinnati, lands in Ken- 
tucky, which, I am told, can be purchased from ten to fifty dollars per 
acre ; while lands of the same quality, under the same improvements, 
and the same distance from me in Ohio, would probably sell from one 
to {\ro hundred dollars per acre, I was told by a friend, a few daye 
before I left home, who had formerly resided in the county of Bourbon, 
Kentucky — a most excellent county of lands adjoining, I believe, th6 
county in which the Senator resides — ^tbat the white population of that 
county WES more than four hundred less than it was five years since. 
Will the Senator contend, after a knowledge of these facts, that slavery 
in this country has been the cause of our prosperity and happiness ? 
No, he cannot. It is because slavery has been excluded and driven 
from a large proportion of our country, that we are a prosperous and 
happy people. But its late attempts to force its influence and power 
into ibe free States, and deprive our citizens of their unquestionable 
rights, has been the moving cause of all the riots, burnings, and raur- 
ders that have taken place on account of abolitionism ; and it has, in 
some degree, even in the free States, caused mourning, iamenlalioir, 
Rod woe. Remove slavery, and the country, the whole country, will 
recover its natural vigor, and our peace and future prosperity will be 
placed on a more extensive, safe, and sure foundation. It is r waste 
of time to answer the allegations that the emancipation of the negro 
race would induce them to make war on the white race. Every fact 
in the history of emancipation proves the reverse; and be that will not 
Wiore those facts, has darkened ht8 own uoderstandiBg, (hat the light 
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of reason can make no imprePKion : he iippea's to intercut, not to trnih, 
for information on this subject. W'c do not fear his errors, while wc 
ore left free to comb.'U them. The ScnJitor implores us to cease all 
commotion on this subject. Are we to surrender nil our rights and 
privileges, all the official stations of the counfry, into the hands of the 
plaveholding power, without a single struggle 1 Are we to cense all 
exf^rtions for our own safcl}", and submit in quiet to the rule of this 
power? Is the calm of despotism to reign over this land, and the 
roice of freemen to be no more heard ! This sacrifice is required of 
us, in order to sustain slaver}-, Frcrmm, will you make it? Will 
you phut your cars and your sympathies, aiid withhold from the poor, 
famished slave, a morsel of bread? Can you thus acf, and expect the 
blessings of heaven upon yuur country ? I beseech you to consider 
for voursclvcs. 

Mr, President, I have been compelled to enter into this discussion 
from the course pursued by the Senate on the resolutions I submitted 
a few days since. The cry of abolitionist has been raised against me. 
If those resolutions are abolitionism, then I am an abolitionist from the 
sole of my feet to the crown of my head. If to maintain the rights of 
the States, the security of the citizen from violence and outrage ; if to 
preserve the supremacy of the laws ; if insisting on the right of petition, 
B medium through which every pcrfcrn subject to the lows has an un. 
doubted right to approach the constiiuiionai authorities of the country, 
be the doctrines of abolitionists, it finds a response in every beating 
pulse in my veins. Neither power, nor favor, nor want, nor misery, 
shall deter mc from its support while the vital current continues to 
flow. 

Condemned at home for tny opposition to slavery, alone and singlcv 
handed here, well may I fee! tremor and emoiion in bearding this lion 
of slavery in his very cfen and upon his own ground. I should shrink, 
sir, at once, from this fearful and unequal contest, was I not thoroughly 
convinced that I am sustained by the power of inuh and the best in. 
terests of the country. 

I listened to the Senator of Kentucky with undivided attention, I 
we,8 disappointed, sadly disappointed, I had beard of the Senator'e 
tcct in making compromises and agreements on this door, and though 
opposed in principle to all such proceedings, yet I hoped to hear some- 
thing upon which we could hang a hope that peace would be restored 
to the borders of our own States, and all future aggression upon our 
citizens from the free States be prevented. Now, sir, he offers us nothing 
but unconditional submission to political death ; and not political alone, 
tot absolute We have counted the &xl in this maiter, and are 
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determined to live or die free. Let the plaveholder ling his system to 
his bosom in his own Stntc, we will not go there to disturb him; hutf 
pir, within our ow^n borders we claim to cnjojr the same privileges. 
Even, sir, here in tliis District, this ten miles square of common prO' 
pcrly and common right, the slave power has the assurance to como 
into this very flali, and request that wc — yes, Mr, President, that my 
constituents — be denied the right of petition on the subject of slavery 
in this District. This most extraordinary petition against the right of 
otiinrs to petition on the same subject of theirs, is graciously received 
and ordered to be printed ; preans sung to it by the slave power, while 
the petitions I offer, from as honorable, free, i)igh*minded and patriotic 
American citizens as any in this District, are spit upon, and turned 
out of doors as an uncJcnn ih;ng! Genius of liberty! how 
long will you sleep under this iron power of opprcFsion 1 Not content 
with ruling over their v slaves, they claim the power to instruct Con- 
gress on the question of receiving petitions ; and yet we ore tauntingly 
and sneeringly told that we have nothing to do with the existence of 
slavery in the country, a suggestion as absurd as it is ridiculous. We 
are called upon to make laws in favor of slavery in the District, but it 
is denied that we can make laws against it ; and at last the right of pe- 
tition on the subject, by the people of the free States, is complained of 
08 an improper interference. I leave it to the Senator to reconcile all 
these difficulties, absurdities, claims and requests of Jhc people nf this 
District, to the country at large ; and I venture the opinion that he will 
find as much difTn-uhy in producing the belief that ho is correct now, that 
he has found in obtaining the same belief that he was before correct id 
his views and political course on the subject of banks, internal improve, 
ments, protective tariffs, &c..and the regulation, by acts of Congrcf>s, of 
the productive industry of the country, together with all the compromises 
and coalitions he has entered into for the attainment of those objects. I 
rejoice, however, that the Senator has made the display he has on this , 
occasion. It is a powerful shake to awaken the sleeping energies of 
liberty, and his voice, like a trumpet, will call from thePf slumbers mil* 
lioRs of freemen to defend their rights ; and the overthrow of hi» 
. theory now, is as sure and certain, by the force of public opinion, as 
wos the overthrow of all his former schemes, by the same mighty 
power. 

I feel, Mr. President, as if I httd wearied your patience, while I am 
sure my own bodily powers admonish me to close •, but I cannot do so 
without again reminding my conslitucnts of the greetings that have 
tdken place on the consummation and ratification of ttie treaty, oiTen- 
sive and defensive, belwoen the slavelioldigg and bank powers,, in ordflr 
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t&' Sanyon a war against the liberties of our country, and to put 
ddim the present administration. Yes, there is no voice heard from 
New England now. Boston ahd Faneuil Hall are silent as death. The 
freeday.laboreris, in prospect, reduced to the political, if not moral con. 
dition of the slave ; an ideal line is to divide them in their labor ; yes, the 
same prmciple is to govern on both sides. Even the farmer, too, will 
soon be brought into the same fold. It will be again said, with regard to 
the government of the country, <* The famter with his huge paws upon 
the statute buok, what can he do V* I have endeavored to tram my 
felloW'Citizens of the present and approaching danger, but the dark 
cloud of slavery is before their eyes, and prevents many of them from 
seeiug the condition of things as they are. That cloud, like the cloud 
of summer, will soon pass may, and its thunders cease to be heard. 
Slavery will come to an end,' and the sunshine of prosperity warm, 
invigorate and bless our whole country. 

I do not know, Mr. President, that my voice will ever again be heard 
on this floor. I now willingly, yes, gladly, return to my constituents, 
to the people of my own State. I have spent my life amongst them, 
and the greater portion of it in their service, and they have bestowed 
upon me their confidence in numerous instances. I feel perfectly con* 
scious that, in the discharge of every trust which tliey have committed 
to me, I have, to the best of my abilities, acted solely with a view to 
the general good, not sufiering myself to be influenced by any particu- 
lar or private interest whatever ; and I now challenge those who think I 
have done otherwise, to lay their finger upon any public act of mine, and 
prove to the country its injustice or anti-republican tendency. That I 
have often erred in the selection of means to accomplish important 
ends I have no doubt, but my belief in the truth of the doctrines of the 
.Declaration of Independence, the political creed of President Jefierson, 
remains unshaken and unsubdued. My greatest regret is that I have 
.not been more zealous, and done more for the cause of individual and 
political liberty than I have done. I hope, on returniilig to my home 
and my firiends, to join them again in rekindling the beacon.fires of 
liberty u]pH)n every hill in our State, until their broad glare shall enlighten 
every valley, and the song of triumph will soon be heard, for the 
hearts of our people are in the hands of a justand holy being, (who can 
not look upon oppression but with abhorrence,) and he can turn t^em 
whithersoever he will, as the rivers of water are turned. Though our 
national sins are many and grievous, yet repentance, like that of an* 
cient Nineveh, may divert from us. that impending danger which seemti 
to hang over oar heads as by a siiigld hair. That all may be safe, I 
conclude that ubib rboro wiu tbt iffi sbt FREE. 



